
New Independent 
Chair for Board Welcome to the first edition of 

‘Safeguarding Children’ which 
aims to keep 
you updated 
on the work 
of City of York 
Safeguarding 
Children 
Board 
(CYSCB), the 
body responsible for ensuring 
that York agencies work together 
effectively to ensure that children 
are protected from abuse and 
neglect. 

We’re aiming to cover a wide 
range of issues around children’s 
safeguarding every three months, 
including information about best 
practice, training and practical 
advice for childcare professionals.

Simon Westwood, Chair

Welcome

The City of York Safeguarding Children Board has carried out a sample 
audit of cases involving neglect. The audit highlighted areas of good 
practice where there was a clear focus on the children’s needs, as well as 
assessments which lacked analysis, showed insufficient involvement of other 
professionals and failed to draw on the work of previous assessments. 

For more information on the audit visit www.saferchildrenyork.org.uk

CYSCB is running a series of 
courses for anyone working with 
children and young people in York 
this year.

The majority of courses are 
free of charge and include 
basic child protection 
awareness, managing risk 
and supporting families 
involved with domestic abuse, 
child sexual exploitation 
and safeguarding disabled 
children.

For more information visit 
www.saferchildrenyork.org.uk or 
email dee.cooley@york.gov.uk

Training to keep children safe

Audit of neglect cases
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Simon Westwood has been 
appointed as the new Chair of 
the City of York Safeguarding 
Children Board.

Simon has extensive experience 
of children’s safeguarding having 
previously held the post of 
Assistant Director in a local 
Council’s Children’s Services 
team he has also worked as a 

management consultant leading 
improvement work in children’s 
services in a number of authorities. 
He will continue to work as an 
Independent Children’s Services 
Improvement Consultant, providing 
support and challenge to local 
authorities and their partners 
to improve services for children, 
whilst chairing York’s Safeguarding 
Children’s Board. 

Board update

The January City of York 
Safeguarding Children Board 
highlighted lessons from local 
reviews including the adequacy of 
assessments, supervision, parental 
agreements and knowledge of 
child maltreatment. The Board 
agreed a new framework to 
monitor performance across 
agencies together with a revised 
threshold document to help 
professionals making referrals.



York and North Yorkshire’s Safeguarding Children Boards are joining 
forces to hold a conference on sexual exploitation at York Racecourse on 
7 March. With nationally acclaimed speakers, workshops and networking 
opportunities it’s a must for anyone working in this high-profile field.

Email dee.cooley@york.gov.uk for more information.

Sexual exploitation conference

Assessments
Partner agencies are being 
asked for their views on a final 
draft single assessment for the 
city.  Working Together 2013 
introduced the requirement for 
a single ‘child centred, outcome 
focused and proportionate’ 
assessment to be completed 
within 45 days of referral. 

Children and 
Young People’s 
Voice
To help make sure children and 
young people have a say in services 
that affect them – particularly 
around ‘early help interventions’ 
and safeguarding – the council  has 
set up the Safeguarding Children 
Involvement Group. 

The Group includes 
representatives from partners 
across the city.

For more information visit 
www.yor-ok.org.uk/yorsay. 

Open ‘front door’

Procedural 
changes
The interagency procedure for 
dealing with referrals has been 
revised in order to comply with 
Working Together 2013. 

Changes have also been made 
to the process for dealing with 
professional differences. For 
further information please visit 
www.saferchildrenyork.org.uk 

If you are concerned 
about a child:
If you think that a child or young person is being abused or neglected you 
must inform Children’s Social Care  or the police. 
To report concerns to Children’s Social Care  you can do so:
• By phone – one phone number for all concerns and enquiries: 
 01904 551900
• By email – one email address: childrensfrontdoor@york.gov.uk 
• By letter – Children’s Social Care, City of York Council, 
 West Office, York YO1 6GA 
• Outside office hours, at weekends and on public holidays contact the  
 emergency duty team telephone: (0845) 0349417 

The council has made it even 
easier for professionals and the 
public to speak to social workers 
about safeguarding concerns. 
Improvements to the Children’s 
Front Door Service include an 
advice service for professionals 

supporting information sharing 
around individual cases, a new 
streamlined referral service and 
dedicated ‘Children in Need’ 
teams. The aim is ensure that 
people get the advice and support 
they need as quickly as possible.

Newsflash: the council and the 
CYSCB have launched an Early 
Help Strategy 2014-16. 
For more information visit 
www.yor-ok.org.uk


